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Lt. Paul Thompson of the Oneida 
Police Department spoke to Holy Cross students 
about Internet Safety. Citing several examples of 
crimes resulting in tragic injury and death, even 
in small towns and among homeschoolers, Offi-
cer Thompson impressed upon us the importance 
of careful use of the computer. His key points 
included the following.
 Avoid cultivating online relationships with 
people unknown in real life. A particular area of 
danger is chat rooms, including Christian ones. 
He related cases involving older predators creat-
ing virtual personas that make them seem like 
innocent teens. When online conversations led to 
real life meetings, abuse and even murder fol-
lowed. Although teens may be savvy enough to 
exclude their address, age, and other personal 
data from their profiles, they often mention infor-
mation in conversations that give clues to preda-
tors who can then track down the teens’ location 
using online map services and phone books.
 Teens need to realize that every picture and 
comment posted online is available to the entire 
world forever. Future employers, college admis-

sions directors, and the police are among the 
many types of people who will be able to check 
their postings. Even when items are deleted, they 
may have already been downloaded or copied 
and pasted by someone else. 
 Many teens have been driven to despair 
and even suicide by cyber-bullying. The inter-
net provides a kind of shield that seems to make 
saying cruel things easier than it would be face to 
face. He reminded the students to keep the Gold-
en Rule at heart and never say something online 
they wouldn’t want someone to say to them.
 Despite their best efforts to avoid problems 
online, teens still sometimes encounter dangerous 
people. Officer Thompson taught the students the 
four Rs of internet safety:

• Recognize the deceiving tricks of on-
line predators.

• Refuse to answer questions intended 
to draw out personally identifying 
information.

• Respond to suspicious conversations 
by turning off the computer.

• Report any questionable activity to 
parents.

Lt. Paul Thompson of the Oneida Police Department 
makes students aware of the internet’s pitfalls.

http://troopers.ny.gov/
Schools_and_Communi-
ties/Internet_Safety/

For more information on inter-
net safety, visit this excellent New 
York State Police website below.


